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Title of Project:  Faculty Development Award      
 
            
 
Project Year:    2005-6         
 
Name of Institution:  UCLA School of Dentistry      
 
Brief Summary (250 words or less): 
 
Dr. Nervina investigates parathyroid hormone (PTH)-induced RAMP3 and PGC-1α 
expression in osteoblasts. PTH regulates serum calcium and has significant effects on 
bone metabolism. Dr. Nervina’s work with RAMP3 and PGC-1α point to the critical role 
that the cAMP-protein kinase A pathway plays in mediating PTH’s effects on osteoblasts. 
 
Dr. Nervina is Assistant Professor Step III. Her merit promotion to Assistant Professor 
Step IV will go into effect July 1, 2006. Dr. Nervina serves several functions at the 
School of Dentistry. 
1. Predoctoral Orthodontics Program and Clinic Director 
2. Course Chair 

a. Orthodontics Techniques 
b. Clinical Orthodontics 
c. Dental Embryology & Histology 

3. Committees 
a. Orthodontics Residency Admissions Committee 
b. Research Advisory Committee 
c. Master’s Degree Committee for four Oral Biology Graduate students 
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